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This email is intended for the  North East Regional Prevent Network - 

please seek permission before sharing this email further from. 

Chris.sybenga@education.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

Hi  Everyone 

Please see the below  June  2021 Newsletter which contains useful free 

resources. 

 

Regards and stay safe 

Christopher 

 

 

 

North East Prevent Newsletter  

mailto:Chris.sybenga@education.gov.uk
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There is No “Good” Violence in a Democracy -

Thought provoking article  by Liam Duffy, an 

advisor to the Counter Extremism Project 

(CEP) based in London  

Link            

 

 

 

Radicalization Drivers for Women and the 

Growing Role of Female Jihadists  by 

Francesco Bergoglio Errico 

Link 

 

 

 Please see the attached PROTECT Bulletin- New 

Guidance  to prevent vehicles being used in terrorist 

attacks.  

 

Policy Updates/Helpful Advice   

https://eeradicalization.com/there-is-no-good-violence-in-a-democracy/
https://eeradicalization.com/francesco-bergoglio-errico/
https://eeradicalization.com/radicalization-drivers-for-women-and-the-growing-role-of-female-jihadists/
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Extremists & Online Propaganda Overview by the 

Counter Extremism Project  

 

Link 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Landmark laws to keep children safe, stop racial hate 

and protect democracy online published   
Link 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Student Safety and Wellbeing  

Link 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please see attached letter from the Secretary of State 
Gavin Williamson to HEI Providers on the issue of 
Antisemitism in  Higher Education.  
 

 
  
 

https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists-online-propaganda
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-laws-to-keep-children-safe-stop-racial-hate-and-protect-democracy-online-published?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7f7592ad-bed1-4202-9d9e-a3e514c732f7&utm_content=daily
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/student-wellbeing-and-protection/resources-for-student-safety-and-wellbeing/
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White Supremacists 
Speak: Recruitment, 
Radicalization & 
Experiences of Engaging 
and Disengaging from Hate 
Groups      Link 

 

 

 

 

 

I am  aware of the potential for extremists to 

exploit the situation in Israel/Gazza  to spread 

polarising and hateful narratives, with increasing 

levels of Antisemitic incidents and Islamophobic 

narratives noted.   The CST have produced on 

their social media feeds, including guidance on 

how to communicate about Israel in a non-

antisemitic way. A host of other resources can be found on their website      Link  

 

 

 

 

 

The conflict is not a 
Prevent issue unless its 
vocal or active support for 
Hamas Armed Brigade 
/Hezbollah. The website 
gives a helpful insight into 
The Israel-Palestine Crisis: 

Causes, Consequences, Portents   Link 

 

 

 

 

https://www.icsve.org/white-supremacists-speak-recruitment-radicalization-experiences-of-engaging-and-disengaging-from-hate-groups/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2FDTNYr0Apa3%3Famp%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CAlice.Huggett-Smith%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7Cc959b7cdf7db4be9e18408d91947aabc%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C637568617852487134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KljTLVILIFbkPz%2F9jkpk1%2B2GYAp3kAlMUh5jwRewdZ0%3D&reserved=0
https://cst.org.uk/antisemitism/educational-resources
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/israel-palestine-crisis-causes-consequences-portents
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Police arrest British terror suspect at 

Eurotunnel in Calais: Man, 37, with Syria links 

is caught trying to enter UK IIslamist Ideology   

 

Link 

 

 

 

ISIS human trafficking networks Inquiry 

launched by MPS Islamist ideology   

Link 

 

 

 

Prevent Media Articles 
Updates/Helpful Advice   

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9529215/Police-arrest-British-terror-suspect-Channel-Tunnel-entrance-Calais.html
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/europe/isis-human-trafficking-networks-inquiry-launched-by-british-parliament-1.1213632
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Dorset man jailed for terrorism offences RWT 

Ideology  

 

Link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student allegedly wrote ‘we did not finish 

the job’ about the Holocaust RWT Ideology 

 

Link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Police warn of terror attack threats as 

crowds return to potential targets after 

lockdown 

 

Link 

 

 

https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2021-05-06/dorset-man-jailed-for-terrorism-offences
https://jewishnews-timesofisrael-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/student-allegedly-wrote-we-did-not-finish-the-job-about-the-holocaust/amp/
https://www-independent-co-uk.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-terror-threat-attacks-plots-coronavirus-b1844966.html?amp
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Tory war on 'cancel culture': People denied 

a platform by universities will be able to 

seek compensation in the courts under 

government plans designed to make 

campuses places where 'freedom of speech 

can thrive'   Link 

 

 

 

 

 

Counter Terrorism Policing Northeast Four 

People charged with Terrorism Offences 

RWT Ideology 

Link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISIS used chemical weapons on Iraqi 

prisoners, U.N. investigators find. Islamist 

Ideology  

 

Link 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9565851/Tory-war-cancel-culture-Speakers-no-platformed-universities-seek-compensation.html
https://www.counterterrorism.police.uk/counter-terrorism-policing-north-east-arrest-five-for-terrorism-offences/
https://www-washingtonpost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/isis-chemical-weapons-experiments-mosul/2021/05/13/bbfebfb0-b42e-11eb-a980-a60af976ed44_story.html?outputType=amp
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Universities told to stop ‘foot dragging’ 

over antisemitism definition 

Link 

 

 

 

 

 
National Action: Co-founder to stand trial 
over terrorism offences RWT Ideology  

 

 

 

Link 

 

 

Please note the document provides links to a number of media publications/articles 

for information only and is not an endorsement of the provider or the content. 

Christopher Sybenga 

Christopher Sybenga LLB Hons 

G7-Prevent Regional HE/FE Co-ordinator –  Northeast 

Counter Extremism Division 

Department for Education 

Mobile Number: 07384456640 

Email: chris.sybenga@education.gov.uk 

Linked In https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-sybenga-080202141 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/universities-told-to-stop-foot-dragging-over-antisemitism-definition-ncsh3hkp7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire-57113396
mailto:chris.sybenga@education.gov.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-sybenga-080202141


 
 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP 
Secretary of State 

Sanctuary Buildings   Great Smith Street   Westminster   London   SW1P 3BT 
tel: 0370 000 2288   www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sent by email   
 
 

14 May 2021 
 

Dear leaders,  
 

Antisemitism in higher education 

 

The current conflict in the Middle East is causing grave concern around the world.  Its 

impact is also being seen in our universities and colleges. The Community Security 

Trust (CST) has recorded a growing number of antisemitic incidents in the UK in 

recent days connected to the conflict in Israel and Gaza. Early reports also indicate 

increasing antisemitic incidents against European Jewish communities. It is of the 

utmost importance that we tackle this head-on and ensure any antisemitic incidents 

are handled appropriately. 

 

I am also sure you will be aware of the CST December 2020 report into antisemitism in 

higher education, which revealed that antisemitic incidents had reached a record high 

in the 2019/20 academic year. CST’s most recent report, on antisemitic incidents in 

2020, also shows that 2020 was the third-highest annual total of incidents CST has 

ever recorded. In particular, we have seen an increase in incidents of antisemitism 

online. This is an important reminder that these incidents do not solely occur in spikes 

and then fade away. We need to remain steadfast in our resolve to tackle this issue, 

and we will need to adapt our approaches as this problem evolves.  

 

This letter comes as a follow up to my October letter to leaders of higher education 

providers, which urged you to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance 

Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism. As a result of that letter, I am 

pleased to report that at least 60 additional providers have now adopted the definition, 

with many more preparing to do so. This means that in total over 90 HE providers in 

England have now adopted the definition.  

 

I would like to thank those of you who have made the important decision to adopt the 

definition within your organisation, and I am proud that so many have. I am sure you 

are aware that adoption of the IHRA definition makes a clear, demonstrable 

commitment to your students and staff to taking a zero-tolerance approach to 

antisemitism in all its forms. I am grateful to you for making that commitment, and for 



leading the way within the sector.  

 

For those who have not yet adopted, I would like to impress upon you once again the 

importance of the IHRA definition in tackling the scourge of antisemitism. It has a key 

role to play in ensuring that our world-leading higher education providers are inclusive 

places for all students.  

 

Adoption of the definition sends an important message that you will not tolerate 

instances of antisemitism within your institution, whether that be online or on campus.  

 

However, adoption of the definition is necessary but not sufficient. Government is 

committed to tackling antisemitism in all its forms and, as part of this commitment, has 

recently funded the Union of Jewish Students (UJS) to support their project to combat 

antisemitism on university campuses. This will include table talks, bystander training, 

and awareness-raising workshops. I would encourage you to ensure that your 

institution, if it has not already done so, engages with this UJS programme.  

 

In my most recent strategic guidance letter, I asked the Office for Students (OfS) to 

undertake a scoping exercise, to identify providers which are reluctant to adopt the 

definition and why. I have also asked them to consider introducing mandatory 

reporting of antisemitic incident numbers by providers, with the aim of ensuring a 

robust evidence base, which the OfS can then use to effectively regulate in this area.  

 

You may be interested to see the public statement from the OfS on its next steps in 

the area of harassment and hate crime, which is available via the following link: 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/student-wellbeing-and-

protection/prevent-and-address-harassment-and-sexual-misconduct/next-steps/ 

 I am committed to continuing to work across government to ensure that racism and 
religious hatred of any kind is not tolerated anywhere, including in our world-leading 
universities and colleges. I am sure you will join me in ensuring that we are particularly 
vigilant against antisemitism at this time.  

 

 
 
 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP 
Secretary of State for Education 
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New guidance introduced to prevent the 
use of vehicles as weapons in terror attacks

Attacks on the public involving vehicles, which have 

been targeted for use due to their size and potential 

impact, have had tragic consequences in recent years, 

including in the Westminster and London Bridge 

terrorist attacks of 2017.

New guidance designed to prevent commercial vehicles, 

including vans, lorries, buses, coaches and even cranes, 

from being used as weapons in acts of terrorism has 

been published today by the British Standards Institution 

(BSI) with support from the Department for Transport 

to prevent criminals and terrorists from accessing 

commercial vehicles.

This is the latest step taken by government to boost 

safety and reduce likelihood of terrorists and criminals 

gaining access to commercial vehicles.

Organisations with commercially operated vehicles will 

be expected to meet new requirements. To play their 

part relevant businesses must:

• Improve their knowledge of potential risks and 

determine which of those risks apply to their business

• Develop a comprehensive and rigorous security 

management plan

• Assess risk exposure

• Put in place management and accountability  

for security

Other requirements will include checks of drivers’ 

references and previous employment history and also 

regular visual checks of vehicles for signs of tampering.

To ensure this new standard is met, the government is 

working with the industry to develop accreditation and 

certification schemes for commercial vehicle firms, with 

further details to be announced in due course.

Today’s announcement not only aims to create barriers 

to carrying out these types of  attack but could also 

assist the fight against serious and organised crime, 

including helping to minimise the risk of drug and  

people smuggling.

In 2019, people smuggling resulted in the deaths of  

39 Vietnamese nationals, whose bodies were found in a 

lorry container in Essex. The new guidance is designed 

to minimise the risk of similar tragic events, which put 

lives in danger, from happening again.
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Transport Minister Robert Courts said: “This is vital new 

guidance which will go a long way to help us in our fight 

against terrorism and organised crime. I wholeheartedly 

support this move and the British Standards Institution in 

their important work.”

“Terror attacks and organised crime involving 

commercial vehicles have had tragic and devastating 

effects in recent years, with every life lost leaving an 

unimaginable void in the lives of so many.”

“This government will continue to work tirelessly to 

ensure the British public are kept safe.”

Nick Fleming, Head of Mobility and Transport Standards 

at BSI, said: “This new standard, developed with 

operators of commercial vehicles, encourages good 

practice in the managing of security risks that may 

help to reduce the threat of vehicles being used in acts 

that may cause intentional harm to the public or for       

organised crime.”

“The standard highlights the growing importance of 

physical vehicle security measures to help prevent such 

criminal acts taking place.”

“The new standard has been developed by transport, 

safety and crime experts, and is targeted at operators  

of light and heavy goods vehicles, as well as those of 

public service vehicles and mobile plant, such as cranes 

and tip trucks.”
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